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/ Abstract

Japanese teachers use problem solving as a powerful approach for
teaching mathematics. There are several notable characteristics of the
Japanese approach to problem solving. One of the characteristics is that
Japanese problem solving lessons usually do not end even after each
student finds a solution to the problem. Japanese teachers and
researchers believe that the heart of the lesson begins affer students come
up with solutions. The teacher facilitates extensive discussion with
students, which is called Neriage by comparing and highlighting the
similarities and differences among students’ solutions. In this talk, some of
the characteristics of the Japanese approach for teaching mathematics will
be discussed by focusing on the heart of the approach, Neriage.




